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Cau hoi dé thao luan

Are the theories of
evolution opposed to the

creation story in the
Bible? Why?

Céc thuyét tién hoa c6 trai

nguoc lai voi cau chuyén tao

dung trong Thanh Kinh
khong? Tai sao?

Genesis — Sang Thé (CCC 289)

Among all the Scriptural texts
about creation, the first three
chapters of Genesis occupy a
unique place.

From a literary standpoint these
texts may have had diverse
sources.

The inspired authors have
placed them at the beginning of
Scripture to express in their
solemn language:

@ the truths of creation,

@ its origin and its end in God,

Trong tat ca nhitng 101 Thanh

Kinh noi vé viéc tao dung, ba

chuong dau cta sach Sang Thé

c6 mot chd ding doc déo.

V& phuong dién vin chuong,

nhitng ban vin d6 c6 thé di cé

nhiéu nguén khic nhau.

Cac tac gia duoc linh hung da

dat cac ban vin nay ¢ dau Sach

Thanh dé long trong dién ta:

@ cac chanly vé viéc tao dung,

@ ngudn goc va cung dich cua
no trong Thién Chua,
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Genesis (CCC 289)

@ its order and goodness, m Ve trit ty va su tot 1anh cta no,
@ the vocation of man, and E on goicua con nguoi, va
@ finally the drama of sin and m cudi cung tham kich to1 16i va
the hope of salvation. niém hy vong ctru do.
Read in the light of Christ, Cac 101 nay, dugc doc dudi anh
within the unity of Sacred sang ctia Puc Kitd, trong su thong
Scripture and in the living nhat ctia Thanh Kinh, va trong
Tradition of the Church, these Truyén thong song dong ctua Hoi
texts remain the principal Thanh, van 1a ngudn chinh yéu
source for catechesis on the cho viéc day gido 1y vé nhiing
mysteries of the “beginning™: mau nhiém cua “lac khoi dau™:
creation, fall, and promise of vigce tao dung, su sa nga, 101 hira
salvation. ban on ctru do,

Genesis - Sang Thé 1

@ In the beginning, God created @ Luc khaoi dau Thién
the heavens and the earth. Chuia sang tao troi dat.
@ The earth was without form @ Dat con tréng rong,
and void, m Bong toi bao trim vuc
@ darkness was upon the face of tham,
the deep, = Thén khi Thién Chua
@ the Spirit of God was moving bay lugn trén mat
over the face of the waters. nudc.
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1st Creation Account - Genesis 1:1 —2:4

@ God as unique author of
creation — by God’s Word

@ Orderly creation: 3 days
separate and 3 days populate

Day and Night (time)

Sea and Sky (space)

Land and Vegetation (life)

—

. Sun, moon
. Fish and Birds
. Man and animals

AR

m TC nhu tac gia duy nhat cua
viéc tao dung — béng Loi Chua
@ Tao dung c¢6 trat tu - 3 ngay
chia ra va 3 ngay lam day
1. Ngay va bém (tho1 gian)
Bién va Troi (khong gian)
Pat va and co ciy (su song)

Mat troi, médt trang
Ca va Chim
Con nguoi va thu vat

6 Days of Creation

NGAY 7
NGHi NGOl

NGAY 4 NGAY 5 NGAY 6

MAT TROI CHIM TROI THU VAT
MAT TRANG VA VA VA
TINH TU CA BIEN CON NGU Ol
NGAY 1 NGAY 2 NGAY 3
NGAY VA PEM BIEN VA BAU TRO!I | PAT VA THAO MOC

THO! GIAN KHONG GIAN SU’ SONG
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Then God said: “Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness. Let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and the cattle, and
over all the wild animals and all the
creatures that crawl on the ground.”
God created man in his image; in the
divine image he created him; male and
female he created them. God blessed
them, saying: “Be fertile and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it. Have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the
birds of the air, and all the living
things that move on the earth....” And
so it happened. God looked at
everything he had made, and %e found
it very good. Evening came, and
morning followed--the sixth day.

Thién Chta phan: “Chung ta hay lam ra
con ngudi theo hinh anh ching ta, gidng
nhu ching ta, dé con ngudi 1am ba chii
ca bién, chim troi, gia suc, da thq, tat ca
mat dit va moi gidng vat bo dudi dat.”
Thién Chua sang tao con nguwoi theo
hinh danh minh, Thién Chua sang tao
con nguwoi theo hinh anh Thién Chua,
Thién Chua sang tao con nguoi co
nam co nir. Thién Chuaa ban phuac lanh
cho ho, va Thién Chua phan véi ho:
"Hay sinh s6i ndy né thit nhiéu, cho
ddy mat ddt, va thong tri mét dit. Hay
lam b4 chu cé bién, chim troi, va moi
gidng vat bo trén miat dat." Thién Chua
thdy moi su Ngudi da 1am ra qua 1a rat
t6t dep! Qua mot budi chidu va mot budi
sang: d6 la ngay thu sau. (Gen 1:26-31)

1st Creation Account - Genesis 1:1 - 2:4

@ Sabbath: day celebrate

Goodness of creation

@ Special place of humanity
in creation

@ All existent beings, all of
nature, and all human
history are rooted in this
primordial event, the very
genesis by which the
world was constituted and
time begun.

[

=

Ngay Thir Bay: ngay an mung
Su tot 1anh cta thu tao

Dia vi dac biét cia con nguoi
trong vi¢c tao dung

Tat ca moi hitu thé hién hitu,
toan bd thién nhién, toan bo
lich str nhan loai déu bat ngu@)n
tir bién cb dau tién do: qua vay,
day la khoi diém, qua d6 tran
gian duoc hinh thanh va bat
dau thoi gian.
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Importance of the Sabbath

@ Day Sanctified to the @ Ngay Thanh hién cho Chua
Lord — God and Creator — Thién Chua va Pang Tao
of the Universe Hoa cua vl tru
Day of companionship @ Ngay cua tinh than hitu
Day of rest and m Ngay nghi ngoi va xa hoi
relaxation thu dan

@ Day we show our trust @ Ngay chirng t6 long tin
in God. thac vao TC cua chung ta.

Two Creation Accounts
@ Genesis 1 and 2 record two accounts of @ Sang Thé 1 va 2 ghi lai hai tudng thuét vé Tao

Creation. These are not two conflicting
accounts, they are complementary accounts
with different emphases.

m In Genesis 1, God the Creator makes a
cosmic home or temple for himself. His final
creation —man and women- he makes in his
image, and he calls them to imitate him
(1:28)

@ In Genesis 2 God works as Father. He
lovingly fashions man from the dirt of the
earth, breathes life into him, creates a garden
paradise for him and creates a spouse for him
from his very side. God commands man to
“till...and keep” the garden (2:15) a call to
priestly sacrifice in the garden sanctuary.

@ Adam is God’s royal firstborn son, the high
priest of humanity.

Dung. Bay khong phai 1a hai tuong thuat trai
nguoc nhau, ching 1a nhing twdng thuat b tic
cho nhau nhung nhan manh khac nhau.

Trong Sang Thé 1, Thién Chiia Tao Hoa dung
nén mot ngdi nha vii tru hay mot dén tho cho
chinh Ngai. Thu tao cudi ciing ciia Ngai — nguoi
nam nguoi nit - Ngai tao nén theo hinh anh Ngai,
va moi goi ho bét chude Ngai (1:28)

Trong Sang Thé 2, Thién Chiia 1am viéc nhu
nguoi Cha, yéu thuong hinh thanh con nguoi tu
bui dat, thoi su séng vao ong, tao nén mot vuon
dia dang 6ng va dung nén mdt ngudi vo cho 6ng’
Thién Chua truyén cho 6ng “canh tac... va canh
gilt” vudn (2:15) mot on goi vao chire tu té dang
hy 1 trong cung thanh 1a vuon.

Ong Adam 1a hoang tir truéng ciia Thién Chia
va tugng té cua nhan loai.
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Second Creation Account - Genesis 2-3
@ Closeness of God to humanity — = Su gan giii cua Thién Chia voi
has the very breath (spirit) of nhan loai — c6 chinh hoi thé
God within. (than khi) cia TC trong minh.
@ Dominance of humanity over m Con ngudi c6 quyén lam chi cac
rest of creation. thu tao khac.
m Relational character of = Dic tinh biét lién hé cta nhan
humanity. loai.
@ Fall @ Sanga
= Desire to be independent of God » Ud6c mudn doc 1ap voi Thién Chia
= Results in alienation, from God, = Hau qua 1a tré nén xa la voi Thién
self, and others Chuaa, chinh minh, va t‘ha nhéan
= Sin becomes a part of the human = T6i 101 tré nén mot phan cf}a than
condition to which all future phan con nguoi rr}a‘l moi thé hé con
humanity is subjected. nguoi twong lai déu phai chiu.

Read Genesis 3:1-13

Discuss Thao Luén

1. How did the serpent 1. Con rin cam d& éng
%t ter{1)1p t Adam and Adam va ba Eva thé

5 HVC' b nao?

. Have you ever been A ,
tempted by the 2. Co khl nao!aan bi Ma
Devil? Quy cam do chua?

3. How did the Devil 3. Ma Quy da cdm do ban
attempt you? nhu thé nao?




The Fall - Genesis 3:1-5

"Now the serpent was the most cunning
of all the animals that the LORD God
had made. . The serpent asked the
woman, Did God really tell you not to
eat from any of the trees in the garden?
’The woman answered the serpent: We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; 3it is only about the fruit of the
tree in the middle of the garden that God
said, 'You shall not eat it or even touch
it, lest you die.' “But the serpent said to
the woman: You certainly will not die!
>No, God knows well that the moment
you eat of it your eyes will be opened
and you will be like gods who know
what is good and what is bad.

Rén 1a loai x40 quyét nhat trong moi
gidng vét ngoai dong, ma PUC CHUA
la Thién Chua da 1am ra. N6 noi voi
nguoi dan ba: "Co that Thién Chua bao:
'Cac nguoi khong dugc an hét moi trai
cdy trong vuon khéng?”" 2Nguoi dan ba
n6i v6i con ran: "Trai cac ciy trong
vuon, thi chiing téi dugc an. 3Con trai
trén cay ¢ gitra vuon, Thién Chua da
bdo: 'Cac nguoi khong dugc an, khong
duoc dong t6i, kéo phai chét.”" 4Rén nbi
v6i nguoi dan ba: "Chang chét choc gi
dau! SNhung Thién Chua biét ngay nao
ong ba an trai cay do, mat 6ng ba s& mo
ra, va 6ng ba s& nén nhu nhiing vi than
biét diéu thién diéu 4c."

The Fall - Genesis 3:6-7

The woman saw that the tree was
good for food, pleasing to the
eyes, and desirable for gaining
wisdom. So she took some of its
fruit and ate it; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it.

Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized
that they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and
made loincloths for themselves.

Ngudi dan ba thay trai cay do
an thi ngon, trong thi dep mat,
va dang quy vi lam cho minh
dugc tinh khon. Ba lién hai
trai cdy ma an, roi dua cho ca
chong dang ¢ d6 v6i minh;
ong cling an.

Bay gid mat hai nguoi mé ra,
va ho thay minh tran trudng:
ho méi két 14 va 1am kho che
than.
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Genesis 3:8-13 The Fall

When they heard the sound of the LORD God
moving about in the garden at the breezy time

of the day, the man and his wife hid themselves

from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. The LORD God then called to the
man and asked him, “Where are you?” He

answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was

afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.”

Then he asked, “Who told you that you were

naked? You have eaten, then, from the tree of

which I had forbidden you to eat!” The man

replied, “The woman whom you put here with

me--she gave me fruit from the tree, so I ate
it.” The LORD God then asked the woman,
“Why did you do such a thing?” The woman

answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so |

ate it.”

Nghe thay tiéng PUC CHUA la Thién Chua
di dao trong vuon luc gi6 thdi trong ngay,
con ngudi va vo minh trén vao giita cdy cbi
trong vuon, dé khoi giap mit PUC CHUA
1a Thién Chua. *®PUC CHUA la Thién Chtia
goi con nguoi va hoi: "Nguoi ¢ dau? " Con
ngudi thua: "Con nghe thay tiéng Ngai
trong vuon, con sg¢ hai vi con tran truéng,
nén con lan trén." DPUC CHUA 1a Thién
Chua hoi: "Ai di cho nguoi biét 1a nguoi
tran trudng? Co phai nguoi da an trai cay
ma Ta di cam nguoi an khong?" Con nguoi
thua: "Nguoi dan ba Ngai cho ¢ voi con, da
cho con trai cy 4y, nén con an." PUC
CHUA 1a Thién Chtia hoi nguoi dan ba:
"Nguoi da lam gi thé?" Nguoi dan ba thua:
"Con rin da Iira ddi con, nén con dn."

Temptation and Fall

Man fall into sin is a very puzzling thing. The
Catechism (no. 390) gives us three important
things to remember when examining man’s
temptation and fall

1) The account of the fall in Genesis 3 uses
figurative language,

2) But (the account) affirms a primeval event,
a deed that took place at the beginning of
the history of man (Cf. GS 13&1),

3) “Revelation gives us the certainty of faith
that the whole of human history is marked
by the original fault freely committed by
our first parents (Cf. Council of Trent).

Through the account in Genesis 3 is written

more like poetry than journalism, it affirms an

actual event — the “original fault” of Adam and

Eve — that forever marks human history.

Con nguoi sa ngd pham toi 1a diéu kho hiéu.
Sach Gido Ly (s6 390) cho chung ta ba diéu
quan trong dé nhé khi nghién ctru sy cam do va
sa ngd clia con nguoi

1))

2)

3)

Tuong thuat sa nga trong Chuong 3 sach
Sang Thé st dung ngdn ngit biéu tugng,
Nhung (tudng thuat ) xac nhan mot bién cd
thoi so khai, mdt viéc lam da xay ra o dau
lich str nhan loai (Cf. GS 13&1),

“Mac khai ban cho chung ta xac tin cia diic
tin riang toan thé lich sir nhan loai bi danh
diu boi t61 dau tién ma nguyén té chung ta
da ty do pham (Xem Cong Df‘)ng Trentd).

Mic du tuong thuét trong Sang Thé 3 dugc viét
giong van tho hon bao chi, nd xac nhan mdt

bién cO co6 that — “to1 dau tién

A

ctia Adam va

Eva — danh dau lich str nhan loai mu6n doi.
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Temptation and Fall

“Man, enticed by the Evil One, abused his
freedom at the very beginning of history”.
He succumbed to temptation and did what
was evil. He still desires the good, but his
nature bears the wound of original sin. He is
now inclined to evil and subject to error
(CCC 1707).
The temptation scene has all the characteris-
tics of a universal picture of temptation.
1) The attraction of the senses
2) The serpent sows doubt by using 3 haft-
truth to incite imagination.
= You will not die
= Your eyes will be opened

=  You will be like God, knowing good and
evil.

3) It revokes the desire & pride in human.

“Con ngudi, bi Than Dit xui duc, dd lam dung
su tu do cua minh ngay tir budi dau cia lich

su”

. Ho sa chudc cam do va lam diéu ac. Ho

van khat khao diéu t6t, nhung ban tinh con
nguoi mang vet thuong cia toi nguyén td. Con
nguoi bay gio bi nghiéng chicu veé su dit va de

bi

sai lam (GLCG 1707)

Canh cam do c6 tat ca cac dic tinh cia mot
hinh anh pho quat ctia cam do.

1)
2)

3)

Su hap dan ciia giac quan

Con rin gieo nghi ngd bang cach st dung

ntra sy that dé kich thich 6c tudng tuong.

. Oqg ba s& khong chét

* Mat ong ba s¢ m(’; ra )

* Ong t?é s€ nén giong Thién Chua, biét lanh
va biét dir.

N6 khiéu goi uéc mubn va tinh kiéu ngao

cuia con nguoi.

Consequences of Original Sin

1) Loss of inner peace and harmony (7),

2) Loss of harmony in their relationship
with God (8),

3) Loss of harmony between the man and
the woman (12-13)’

4) The man and the woman are negatively
impacted in their respective roles as
“tillers of the earth” and “bearer of
children” (vv 16-19)’

5) The earth is wounded.

6) Each of us is born with an inclination
towards sin, our natural powers for
relating to God and choosing good have
been weakened, and our emotions and
passions disordered. We live with a
certain resistance to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit (Cf. CCC 402-409).

20

1) Mt binh an ndi va su hai hoa tam (7),

2) Miét sy hoa hop trong mdi lién hé ciia ho
v&i Thién Chua (8),

3) MAat sy hoa hop gittaa ngudi nam va
ngudi nir (12-13)°

4) Anh huong cach tiéu cuc dén ngudi nam
va nguoi nit trong vai trd cia moi ngudi
nhu “chim séc trai dat” and “cuu mang
con cai” (vv 16-19)’

5) Trai dat bj ton thuong.

6) Each of us is born with an inclination
towards sin, our natural powers for
relating to God and choosing good have
been weakened, and our emotions and
passions disordered. We live with a
certain resistance to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit (X. GLHTCG 402-409).
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Characteristic of Original Sin

@ Original sin is transmitted by the
transmission of a human nature deprived
of original holiness and justice (404).

@ Human nature was wonded but has not
been totally corrupted (405).

@ By the Original sin, the devil has
acquired a certain domination over man,
even though man remains free.

@ Ignorance of the fact that man has a
wounded nature inclined to evil gives
rise to serious errors in the areas of
education, politics, social action and
morals.

@ The whole of man's history has been the
story of dour combat with the powers of
evil.

= Toi T6 tong la to1 di truyén, luu truyén
mot ban tinh nhan loai d3 mat sy thanh
thién va cong chinh nguyén thuy (404).

@ Ban tinh nhan loai bi thuong, nhung
khong hoan toan bi huy hoai (405).

@ Vi toi to tong, ma quy da c6 dugc mot
quyén thong tri ndo do trén con ngudi,
mic dau con ngudi van con tu do.

m Néu khong biét rang ban tinh nhén loai da
bi t6n thuong, bi nghiéng chiéu vé su dit,
nguoi ta ¢6 thé méac nhitng sai lam
nghiém trong trong cac lanh vuc gido duc,
chinh tri, hoat dong xa hoi va luan ly.

@ Toan bd lich sir cia nhan loai 1a lich st
ctia cudc chién cam go chdng lai quyén
luc cua su dir.

Reaching Out

@ God shows mercy to Adam and Eve.
He covers their nakedness by
making them garments out of animal
skins, thus making the first sacrifice
of animals to cover the shame of his
children.

@ God does not give up on his fallen
son and daughter, however. He
promises a Redeemer who will save
His children, who will set right the
wrong of Adam and Eve. The early
Church fathers understood this
promise as the “first gospel”
(Protoevangelium) (CCC,410)

@ Thién Chua t6 long tir bi vo1 Adam va
Eva. Ngai che sy tran truéng cua ho
bang cach lam 4o bang da tha vat, nhu
thé da hy sinh nhitng thu vat dau tién
dé che phu sy hd nguoi cua con cai
Ngai.

@ Tuy nhién, Thién Chua khong bo roi
hai nguoi con cua Ngai. Ngai hira mét
Pang Ciru D6 s& ciru con cai Ngai,
Nguoi s& sira chira lai diéu sai trai cla
Adam va Eva. Céc Gido Phu budi dau
d3 hiéu 16i hira nay nhu “Tin Ming
Pau Tién” (Protoevangelium)

., (GLCG,410).
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Comparison of Genesis 1 And The Enuma Elish

The Enuma Elish reflects a
basic belief held by
Babylonian culture: only
violence can bring order out
of chaos. By contrast, the
Genesis story reflects the
belief that love, not
violence, 1s what brings
goodness out of chaos.

Enuma Elish phan 4nh niém
tin co ban cta nén van hod
Babylon: chi ¢6 bao luc moi
c6 thé dem lai trat tu cho Su
hon loan. Trai lai, truyén cua
Sang Thé phan anh niém tin
rang tinh yéu, cht khong
phai bao luc, mang lai su tbt
lanh tir hon loan.

Religious Truths of Genesis 1&2

There is only one God
The Babylonians had many gods

This one God created everything.
Different pagan gods created different
things

Everything God created is good.
Evil pagan gods created evil things.

Humans are created with great dignity — in
God’s image.
In pagan religions, humans are the
servants of the gods.

God did not create evil. He created us with
free will — a good thing. Evil is the free human
choice to pervert the good things God has made.

Chi c6 mgt Thién Chua
Nguwoi Babylon c6 nhiéu than

TC duy nhit nay dung nén moi sy
Moi théan ciua ngogi gido dung nén nhitng
sw vt khdac nhau

Moi su dwge TC dung nén déu tot
Thén dir cia ngogi gido dung nén sy dir

Con ngudi dwoc dung nén véi nhan phim
cao cd - hinh dnh TC.
Trong ton gido ddin ngoai, con nguwoi la
16i t6 ciia cdc than minh.

TC khong dung nén sw dit. Ngai dung nén ta
Vi § chi tw do — m@t diéu tot. Sy dit do chon lya
tw do ciia con nguwoi dé lam hw nhirng gi TC dung
nén.
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Cain and Abel

@ The first child born of original sin,
Cain, becomes the world's first
murder. As Adam and Eve, the first
children of God, rejected the
Fatherhood of God, their children
reject the brotherhood of man,
symbolized in Cain's spiteful words to
God: "Am I my brother's keeper?"
(see Genesis 4:9).

In the account of Abel's murder by his
brother Cain, Scripture reveals the
presence of anger and envy in man,
consequences of original sin, from the
beginning of human history. (CCC
2259)

@ Nguoi con dau tién sinh ra tu toi

nguyén td, Cain, thanh tén sat nhan
dau tién trén thé gian. Nhu Adam va
Eva, con dau long cua TC, chdi tir
Tinh Phu Tt cua TC, con cai ho tir
chéi tinh huynh dé cua con ngudi,
tugng trung bang 161 han hoc cua Cain
voi TC: “con c6 phai la nguoi giltt em
con khong” (x. St 4:9).

Trong trinh thuat nguoi anh 1a Cain
giét em 1a Abel, Sach Thanh cho thay,
ngay tir nhirng budi dau cua lich st
nhan loai, da c6 sy gian dit va ham
mubn noi con nguodi, do 1a nhitng hau
qua cua nguyén toi (GLHTCG 2259).

Stories of Sin

The Fall Sa Nga Genesis 3
Misuse of Freedom Lam dung Tu do
Alienation Xa cach Thién Chua
Clothed by God Pugc TC cho mic quan ao
Promise of Salvation Hira On Ciru D)

From Adam to Noah Tiur 6ng Adam cho dén 6ng Noe Genesis 4-5
Cain and Abel Ong Cain va Abel
Seth Ong Seth
Cain & Seth genealogy Gia pha ciia dong Cain va Abel

The Flood Pai Hong Thity Genesis 6-10
Escalation of Sin Su niy né ciia tdi 16i (leo thang)
Disaster Tai Hoa
Noah and a New Start Ong Noe va Khéi Pau Méi

Tower of Babel Thap Babel Genesis 11
Pride Kiéu Ciing
Confusion and Alienation Réi Loan va Xa Cach nhau

Abraham Ong Abraham Genesis 12
The Seed of Salvation Hat giéng ciia On Ciru P
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Prayer for Vocation

O loving and gracious God, Father of all,/ You bless your people in
every time and season/ and provide for their needs through Your
providential care./ Your Church is continually in need of priests,/
deacons,/ sisters/ and brothers/ to offer themselves in the service of the
gospel/ by lives of dedicated love.

Open the hearts of Your sons and daughters/ to listen to Your call in
their lives./ Give them the gift of understanding/ to discern your
invitation to serve You and Your Church/. Give them the gift of
courage/ to follow Your call/. May they have the spirit of young
Samuel/ who found fulfillment in his life/ when he said to You,/ "Speak
Lord, for Your servant is listening."/ We ask this through Jesus Christ,/
our Lord and Redeemer./ Amen.
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